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Invitation emails with registration links were sent out on June 
8th to all Employees, Conservation Board Members and 
Preferred Vendors! Please remember that the “Early Bird” 
registration period concludes on August 2 nd, and late 
fees are applied on August 15 th. Kudos to the Dubuque 
CCB Staff & Board Members for assembling this great 
experience for us – your dedicated efforts are much 
appreciated! �  We are hearing that the host hotel Grand 
Harbor Resort is sold out for our room block – if any CCB 
might be holding rooms that they may not need – please 
contact the hotel and release any that 
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         A new inclusive playground, new open-aired shelter, new picnic 
shelters created from repurposed wood from trees destroyed by the 
derecho, new trails & walking paths, and a series of wetlands, bio-
swales, native prairies, new trees, etc. – a great celebratory moment for 
Linn CCB on June 3rd! KUDOS to the LCCB Staff and Board  as they 
created the moment to pull many people together to celebrate the 
importance of Iowa’s public lands and just what that means to the local 
quality of life. Staff, contractors, legislators, Board of Supervisors, local 
public officials, CCB supporters, families and friends all came to join in 
the celebration of this unique grand opening & ribbon-cutting ceremony. 
If not a template for future such events across the state – a true shining 
example of a local public-private success story – told by weaving pieces 
of history together from the important perspective of preserving the land 
for future generations – creating a permanent place for community. �  
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Iowans love their public lands and county parks… 
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that you may not be utilizing – Thanks! An additional room block has been set up at the 
Holiday Inn  just up the street from the Grand Harbor  – you can contact them directly at 
563-556-2000, Ext. 0 and reference the Dubuque County Conservation Block (Code 
DCC); OR you can access the direct online link for Holiday Inn lodging via the conference 
ICCS Online Registration link below. Link also includes everything else conference you need to know! 
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      Special letters of invitation, and FY2023 invoices were emailed to all 
99 CCB Directors on May 9 th – due date for renewals is August 1 st. 
MANY THANKS to the 48 CCBs that ICCS has already received renewals 
from! Revenue from county memberships represent a full 90% of the 
annual operating budget for the organization, and ICCS has been proud 
to support and represent our full 99-county system for the past decade! We 
very much appreciate your continued dedicated support & participation! �  
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     Join us in welcoming our 21 ICCS Preferred Vendors for 2022  (to-date). You can 
find the full database on these vendors with contact information, product descriptions, 
etc. in the IACCB Portal – “Preferred Vendors” file. You can also find a listing of these 
vendors on our administrative website via the link below. As always, when you find 
your department in need of specific products or services – we encourage you to seek 
out our Preferred Vendors as your FIRST option! These vendors have been a stalwart 
aspect of our county conservation system since 1960, and continue to be some our 
most avid supporters and sponsors – many thanks for their dedication to ICCS! �  
 

LINK:  https://www.mycountyparks.org/preferred-vendors.html 
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      District 6  met on June 15th at the Hurstville Interpretive Center near 
Maquoketa – many thanks to JCCB Director Nathan Jones and the JCCB  
staff  for hosting and orchestrating the meeting. In addition to the District 2 
Business Meeting – agenda topics included DNR programs on Iowa Big 
Rivers Research Projects, Turkey Population Studies, and an “Open 
Conversation” with DNR Law Enforcement & the Fish and Wildlife Service. 
       District 5  met on June 16th at the Carmack Nature Center in Lake Miami 
Park in Monroe County – thanks there to MCCB Director Andy Wuebker & 
MCCB staff  for hosting the meeting. In addition to the District 5 Business 
Meeting, those present participated in a round-table discussion about what’s 
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happening in their local CCBs, a general 
discussion about the fish habitat grant program - 
as well as the status of the DNR’s Honey Creek 
Resort and Appanoose County. 
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(NO MATCHING $$ REQUIRED!) The Iowa DNR’s Water Quality Improvement 
program is now accepting applications through July 15 for its new “County Creek Sign 
Grant Program.” The grant will provide between $5,000 and $10,000 per county to 
install creek signs and watershed signs on county roads or city streets within priority 
watersheds. DEADLINE FOR GRANT APPLICATIONS IS JULY 15 th. 
         The general purpose of the grant is to enhance awareness of creeks and 
watersheds in Iowa, especially where watershed projects are underway to improve 
water quality. For more information, contact Steve Hopkins, Nonpoint Source Coordinator, 
Iowa DNR Water Quality Improvement Section, at Stephen.hopkins@dnr.iowa.gov or at 515-505-
0140. Additional grant information/application available via the following link: 

 

https://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water-Quality/Watershed-
Improvement?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery  
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In late April we were able to roll out the online Vendor  Registration for the 
2022 ICCS Fall Conference in Dubuque. Vendors can also access information 
about sponsorships and Preferred Vendor Memberships with ICCS. If you work 
with or have used the products/services of a vendor that you think may benefit 
from any of these engagements with county conservation, please feel free to 
share these connections with them – thanks! 

REGISTRATION: 
 https://www.mycountyparks.com/Org-Event/Default.aspx 

 

SPONSORSHIP INFORMATION: 
https://www.mycountyparks.org/uploads/1/0/6/7/106716567/vendor_packet_-_final.pdf 
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       (Note from Michelle Wilson, DNR REAP Coordinator ) I have had a number of questions over 
the last month about REAP County Resource Enhancement Committees (455A.20). I have had 
requests for the last 5-Year County REAP Plan and requests for whom the REAP County 
Committee's Chairperson is.  I see that a lot of this data on my end is very old and out of date so I 
need some assistance.  If you have a copy of your most current 5-Year County REAP Plan, please 
email that to me for my files/records.  Also - if you have an update for your current REAP County 
Chairperson send it my way.  If you are in a county where the County Resource Enhancement 
Committee hasn't met for some time, you might consider working with your city partners to bring the 
group together.  As a reminder for both city and county grants, the application needs to be signed off 
by the County Chairperson and that signature uploaded into SlideRoom as part of the application. 
Their signature notes that the project is approved by the County Committee and part of the 5-Year 
County Plan. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out: 
 

EMAIL:  michelle.wilson@dnr.iowa.gov��PHONE: (515) 446-0535 
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      During a June 22 meeting with the Iowa Tourism Office, ICCS learned of 
trending and new techniques of engaging with Iowans to share our stories about 
the value and importance of our collective public lands. These engaging and 
anecdotal pieces will necessarily have to touch on our impacts relating to quality of 
life, workforce development and retention, healthy life styles and providing local 
opportunities for a sense of place and community. We know these things as this is 
what we do. One thing we do know is that the majority of these efforts will be heavy 
on video. We know that many of you already have some great footage that has 
couple of years – so look forward to your opportunity to share portions of these collections with ICCS as we reach 
out to all CCBs to find the best of the best. Clearly – targeted digital marketing will be the basis for these new 
educational and marketing priorities, and expanding our presence on Instagram and YouTube platforms will provide 
the foundation for which to build-out this new focus. We will see new names emerge in our vocabulary – such as 
CrowdRiff, Sojern and WeTransfer.com – as well as phrases like “integration angles” and “traveler targets”. As we 
develop materials and information – let us not forget our need to educate internally……new staff, board members, 
local elected officials & business leaders, etc. As we have mentioned previously – the resultant toolbox for you all to 
access and utilize will be adjustable for you all to use locally…..stay tuned – our collective best is yet to come! �  
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“You don't need to practice social distancing from Mother Nature: Enjoy Iowa's County Parks!”  
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1. ICCS – Chief Executive Officer (Deadline June 24th) 
2. WAPELLO Co. – Conservation Technician 
3. BUCHANAN Co. – Deputy Director 
4. WASHINGTON Co. – Maintenance Technician 
5. LOUISA Co. – Natural Resource Technician 
6. HARDIN Co. – Natural Resource Technician 
7. IDA Co. – Operations Supervisor 
8. MAHASKA Co. – Executive Director  
9. HAMILTON Co. – Golf Course Clubhouse Mgr. / Pro 
10. POLK Co. – Conservation Laborer – Construction 
11. POLK Co. – Facility Attendant 
12. SEASONAL POSITIONS – 100+ opportunities  

listed on website 
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Now having reached 474,879+ people and shared over 1,584 photos!    
Proud to be recognized as the 2022 Iowa Tourism Out standing Niche Marketing Initiative !!  
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        The Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation  is seeking nominations for the 2022 Eula & Lawrence 
Hagie Heritage Award. This award is given annually by INHF to recognize Iowans who have 
demonstrated extraordinary personal service and commitment to improving the quality of Iowa's natural 
environment and who encourage others to do the same. The award often goes to Iowans involved in the 
conservation community, either in a professional or voluntary capacity, and whose work goes above and 
beyond normal professional duties.  Nominations are due by Friday, July 8.   

Questions to Mack Swenson, INHF - mswenson@inhf.org 

INFORMATION: https://www.inhf.org/what-we-do/scholarships-awards/hagie-nominations/ 
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HSEMD, in partnership with DNR and IDALS, are preparing a statewide drought preparedness plan for Iowa 
and are seeking input from partners. A series of stakeholder input meetings are scheduled for July and August 
across the state, and they are inviting participation. There are five locations (including a virtual option) to 
choose from. Also, note these meetings will not be hybrid events, and each event is from 9:00 AM to Noon: 
Iowa Falls - July 6 2022; Sioux City - July 20 2022; Cedar Rapids - July 21 2022; Creston - July 22 2022; Virtual - August 3 
2022. 
 

Registration is via Event Brite  – if you are interested and need a link, contact ICCS: IACCB@mycountyparks.org  


