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SAVE THE DATE:
The IACCB Calendar is
also available online via the

IACCB link on MCP.com
* May 14 – IACCB Board
of Directors – Ames
* May 15 – IACCBE
Winterfest Committee
* May 17 – District 4 Mtg.
‐ Adair CCB

‐

* June 14 – District 5 Mtg.
– Wayne CCB
* June 20 – District 6 Mtg.
– Black Hawk CCB
* Aug. 15 – District 3 Mtg.
– Sac CCB
* Aug. 16 – District 4 Mtg.
– Adams CCB
* Aug. 22‐24 – Summer
ISAC/CCDA Meetings
* Oct. 8‐10 – CCPOA Fall
Workshop – Camp Dodge

Time for Something NEW!
It might sound a bit cliché to
say “Welcome to the ‘90s!’, but
we are just a bit overdue for
some changes in the way we go
about our business, eh? Lots
coming at you in the weeks
ahead,
but
nothing
more
important than a complete NEW
online event registration system!
Your opportunity to engage
with this new system will be next
month - as the 2018 IACCB Fall
Conference is made available
for online registrations under the
“CONFERENCES” tab on

MyCountyParks.org
ONLINE REGISTRATION WILL BE REQUIRED for this conference – as you will also
soon discover for the CCPOA 33rd Annual Workshop this fall and the Winterfest 2019
Conference next February. Registrants will have the OPTION of paying for the event
online OR, by entering all of the required information online and utilizing the emailed
invoice to send in payment by mail. Either way, all information and selections for EACH
ATTENDEE must be entered online. You may register multiple participants during one
registration session – each will have their own “page” for required entries & selections in
order to proceed to the next participant. Our testing of the new system so far has
generated a few minor tweaks, but otherwise we find it a very user-friendly and efficient
new way of getting on with registering for our multitude of events across the system!
Our plan is to provide some tutorial screen shots and registration tips on the website as
well as with conference/workshop emails as we progress through this first round of getting
everyone up-to-speed with a new way of doing what we do! A few previews of the new
online registration system follow in this newsletter – appreciate the patience & support! 

(New event‐landing page)

#REAPworks
2018 IACCB Annual
Fall Conference
September 19‐21
Des Moines, IA

IACCB@mycountyparks.org

(515) 963‐9582

mycountyparks.com

YOU will start the registration
process on MyCountyParks.org,
our County Conservation System
administrative website. Clicking on
the “CONFERENCES” tab will get
you to the internal page of all the
conferences and workshops that
are currently active. Here is where
you can view and download
information about the events prior
to entering the registration system.
THEN, by clicking on the
“REGISTER
HERE” button for a
Once in the system - To
particular
event,
you will enter into
initiate the registration
process, you will first the registration system! 
need to indicate the # of
people you will registering
for the event – this will
allow the system to
prepare for the data entry
on each of the attendees.

(More info. to come! )

Friday, April 13th has come and gone, and as promised –
we have harvested a new batch of email addresses for our
electronic communications. We continue to note a fair number
of out-of-date contacts…..employees and board members no
longer in our system, new employees not yet added – AND, still
some CCBs that have yet to even visit the Portal Contacts
since their installation in 2013!! Really? – FIVE YEARS?!?!
If you are reading this newsletter because of a direct-to-you
email – then you are up-to-date. If not….then you need to
follow-up and make it so!! While we have seen a steady, but
slight up-tick in the quantity of email addresses – we still have
an approx. 7% kick-back rate of bad addresses. We are also
still hovering around that 74% level of Board Member email
addresses – I think we can do better.
We would also remind you that our CCB Divisions and
Districts are doing the same sort of email harvesting in the
Portal for their communications – keeping your county’s data
current when there are changes IS IMPORTANT!   

A New Look at .ORG
As our strategic planning towards 2020 picks up
speed, and Iowa’s County Conservation System looks
to take on a new shape and fresh identity – so too has
our administrative website at MyCountyParks.org! 
We have migrated all features from our previous
location(s) to a permanent home at MCP.org – and many
new features are about to blossom! We will be integrating
the operations of our new CCB Event Registration
System from this website, and each of our seven County
Conservation Divisions will gain a greater online
presence here! (IACCBE, CCDA, CCPOA, IAN, AFIRM,
IowaTLC and MCP.com)
Please know that IACCB Newsletters are ALWAYS
AVAILABLE on this site – posted here first prior to the
email notice going out. ALSO – the full current listing of
our PREFERRED VENDOR MEMBERS is on this site for
your access 24/7. The current New Board Member
Information is annually updated and serves as a great
resource each time you may bring on a new conservation
board member. USE US! This site is here for YOU! 

Good Neighbor Iowa
Good Neighbor Iowa is a statewide campaign to reduce unnecessary, urban application of pesticides. This
University of Northern Iowa program initiative urges school districts, park managers, and childcare centers to
manage their grounds naturally, to protect child health, wildlife, and water quality. Public health officials,
pediatricians, conservationists, and pollinator experts agree: environmental pesticide exposure should be limited as
much as possible. Check out our map of who’s already leading way!
So what does this have to do with County Conservation Boards?
We’re making a special effort to reach out to County Conservation Boards to highlight what we know most of you are already
doing - managing large turf areas without the use of cosmetic herbicides. In partnership with the Iowa Department of Public
Health’s Healthy Iowans: Health Improvement Plan, Good Neighbor Iowa and the University of Northern Iowa are tracking acres
of pesticide-free turf. Campgrounds, parks, Nature Centers - anywhere you mow in your county, but don’t broadcast herbicide is
what we need to track! Some acres from Polk, Johnson, Jackson, and Muscatine counties are already a part of our program.

Good Neighbor Iowa is not recommending a complete cessation of pesticide application; our County Conservation Boards
know better than anyone that invasive species management sometimes necessitates pesticide use. Good Neighbor’s focus is on
a reduction of broadcasted chemicals for cosmetic purposes.

How can you help?
Join our network! Contact Audrey Tran Lam, Program Manager, at (319) 273-7150 to contribute your unsprayed, mowed
turf towards our state goals, and to be highlighted on our statewide map. It’s important to share the work our County
Conservation Boards are doing, and to celebrate the efforts you make to manage turf that considers pollinators, water quality,
and child health.

Learn more at: www.GoodNeighborIowa.org , and on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/goodneighboriowa/

CCB STATEWIDE CALENDAR
HAS MOVED! 
So, we started up this public calendar a couple of years
back to help our Divisions and Districts in scheduling and
coordinating their meetings and activities. It works GREAT
– providing TWO THINGS happen. #1 – That Districts and
Divisions will notify the IACCB Office when they are
scheduling meetings, etc.; and, #2 – That everyone knows
where it is and gets in a habit of referring to it as a resource.
Inasmuch as we still have “stacking” of conflicting
events occurring – we thought that we could make the
calendar MORE VISIBLE by moving it to the home page of
MyCountyParks.org. When you land on this website, just
go to the bottom of the home page, and there you go! 
Please be conscious about contacting us when you have
something of significance to get on our statewide calendar –
it really does help us all to have better networking! 

2018 IACCB SILENT AUCTION!
It’s never too early to be planning towards your entry
for the IACCB Silent Auction at the Annual Fall
Conference – this year in Polk County! Donation
forms are available for download from the
CONFERENCES page on the MyCountyParks.org
website. Popular in past years have been handcrafted items from local crafts people (staff and
Board Members too!), cabin & activities packages,
local donations from area businesses & CVBs. All
proceeds go to assist IACCB’s educational efforts!

Jester Park Nature Center
Polk County Conservation – 04/11/2018

YOUR Opportunity To EXPLORE …….
….Polk County Conservation’s all new Jester Park Nature Center – at the 59th Annual IACCB Fall Conference,
September 19-21 in Polk County. The project has remained on schedule toward a mid-summer completion date, and
a dedication event has been scheduled for August 5th. The Sept. 19th Conference Welcome Social with food by
Jethro’s BBQ will be held at the center with conference exhibitors and live music – what’s not to like about any of
this?!?  You can learn more about the Jester Park Nature Center here: http://www.jesterparknaturecenter.com/

515-278-0271
“County Conservation”
Room Block

$79/night + Tax
Secure your
conference lodging by
the Aug. 17th deadline!

2018 IACCB Fall Conference Registration Packet Out Soon 
Be on the lookout for a special email soon announcing the availability of the IACCB Fall Conference Registration
Packet on MyCountyParks.org at: http://www.mycountyparks.org/conferences.html We are targeting early May for
this posting, to coincide with the availability of the new online conference registration system! As noted above –
please be booking your lodging at the Ramada Tropics Hotel (Host site for the conference at 5000 Merle Hay Road) as
the deadline for both conference registrations AND the release of the lodging room block will be on August 17th.

Monarch Monitoring Volunteer Training
May 8-9, 2018 – Des Moines, IA
The Integrated Monarch Monitoring Program (IMMP) and Monarch Larva
Monitoring Program (MLMP) are national initiatives to monitor monarch
populations and habitat throughout the breeding range. The monarch population has seriously declined over the last
twenty years. To protect these beautiful, iconic pollinators, it is crucial that we understand their distribution, habitat
availability, and habitat quality. All of the IMMP trainings are two days and cost $50 to attend. The fee covers the
training, lunch during the workshop, and a kit of monitoring supplies – space is limited to thirty (30) participants. To
learn more about this opportunity and to register if interested – please visit the following web page:
https://monarchjointventure.org/get-involved/mcsp-monitoring/trainings

2018 IACCB PREFERRED VENDORS
We are most of the way through the 2018 annual renewal process
for our Preferred Vendor Program and are pleased to recognize the
first 26 businesses and organizations onboard for this year! A special
shout out to Shive-Hattery, Snyder & Associates and WHKS &
Company for their additional 2018 support as sponsors for the Fall
Conference in Polk County!
As previously mentioned, the complete online listing of current
IACCB Preferred Vendors has migrated to our MyCountyParks.org
website, here: http://www.mycountyparks.org/preferred-vendors.html If
your CCB would like an Excel database with all the contact information
for these vendors – please request one to IACCB@mycountyparks.org
Vendors are listed alphabetically in our online listing with website links
and a brief description of their services and products. County
Conservation has benefitted from these memberships since 1960! 
All CCBs are encouraged to patronize these businesses and organizations
as you consider your selection of product sources for your operations. You
can personally encounter many of our Preferred Vendors at statewide events
– such as Winterfest and the IACCB Fall Conference – please take the
opportunities to get acquainted! As always, if you are doing business locally
with a specialized vendor who may benefit from a membership with our state
Association – you are welcome to introduce them to us by sharing with them
the link as provided above. We are all in this together!
Many thanks to ALL Preferred Vendors for their continued support!

FY2019 IACCB Membership Renewals
IACCB annually targets April 30th as the date to send out
membership renewals for the upcoming fiscal year. Directors
should look forward to receiving this information via email
around that time. Deadline for renewal will be August 1st,
which allows CCBs three months to process renewals, and a
choice of which FY Budget to utilize  Please consider
having this item on your May/June/July Board Meeting
Agenda(s) for efficient consideration……many thanks!

1930’s Cozy for District Two
It was a cozy morning on April 4th for the
District 2 meeting in Butler County at Heery
Woods State Park. The old CCC lodge was
built for more rustic times – who knew we
would have a 13 degree morning with a fresh
3” of snow! Such as our spring has been, eh?
Thanks to the Butler CCB staff for putting
together a great meeting and hospitality! Aside
from awesome District networking – we had
educational sessions on the Farm Bill and
WRP, and a UNI Research study on Wood
Turtle populations in Butler County. O.K. – time
for the winter of 2017-18 to be finished! 

CURRENT LISTING OF 2018
IACCB PREFERRED VENDORS

ABCreative, Inc
Amperage Marketing &
Fundraising
Boland Recreation
Connect‐A‐Dock Sales
Eagle Point Solar
Gee Asphalt System, Inc
Goats on the Go
Harnack Company ‐ Ariens/Gravely
Huffcutt Concrete, Inc.
Iowa Agricultural Mitigation
Iowa Native Trees and Shrubs
Iowa Ready Mixed Concrete Assc.
JEO Consulting Group, Inc.
Keep Iowa Beautiful
Kunau Implement Co., Inc.
Martin Gardner Architecture, P.C.
Midwest Turf & Irrigation
Natural Soy Products, LTD
Premier Polysteel
Quality Machine & Manufacturing
R.J. Thomas Mfg. Co.
RoadGroom Manufacturing (RGM)
Snyder & Associates, Inc.
Trees Forever
Truax Company, Inc.
WHKS & Co.

Welcome Sioux CCB To…

Online Reservations!
Earlier this spring we welcomed Sioux
CCB as the 25th CCB to be providing facility
and event reservations/registration online by
way of our MyCountyParks.com website! As
counties continue to evaluate the cost-benefit
analyses of making this move – the demands
from the public are helping to make the
decision easier. The efficiencies gained are
measureable, and most counties report a 20%
to 40% sustained increase in revenues.
We look forward to bringing on another
dozen or so CCBs by the end of 2019 (red
dots on map to left) – pretty amazing for a
website that started with three CCBs, and only
ever envisioned to have 16-18 total. For more
information – visit with any of the blue-starred
counties on the map, or contact IACCB. 

IACCB Future
Visioning With ISAC
County Conservation (IACCB) is working with ISAC’s
general counsel as we move forward with our Division
management and re-structuring plans towards 2020. We
are very much appreciative of the opportunity to tap into
their expertise and resources during our evolution of
new innovations & expansion in county conservation.

Hoyt Defiant Bow Raffle
(offered by the Friends of Winnebago CC Foundation)

100% of the he proceeds from this fund-raising
raffle will go towards the construction of the
Winnebago County Environmental Education
Center. To purchase raffle tickets, Contact the
Winnebago County Conservation Board office at
641-565-3390. Drawing will be held on July 22nd

Delay mowing of roadside ditches to
protect ground nesting birds, pollinators
Iowa law prohibits mowing roadside ditches each year between March 15 and July 15, to protect
ground nesting birds and to prevent nest destruction. Roadside ditches, while not optimal habitat, can
be the only grassy habitat available in certain areas of the state for ground nesting birds. As the spring
progresses, ground nesting birds, like eastern and western meadowlarks, Dickcissels, field and song
sparrows, quail, gray partridge and pheasants, will use these marginal areas to incubate eggs and rear
their young. The vegetation is also important to pollinators collecting nectar and for milkweed
development that is critical for monarch caterpillars.
“It would help the cause if mowing was voluntarily delayed beyond the July 15 date to protect the
late nesters and monarchs,” said Todd Bogenschutz, upland wildlife biologist for the Iowa DNR. He
said an estimated 21 percent of pheasant nests are still active on July 15; that drops to 7 percent on
August 1. “It’s not the best habitat, but we need to protect it for the wildlife that does depend on it.”
Violations on county or secondary roads should be reported to the county engineer or roadside
manager in the country where it occurred - Mowing is allowed to resume after July 15.

http://www.mycountyparks.com/Jobs/Default.aspx
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

FRANKLIN Co. – Conservation Technician
GUTHRIE Co. – Natural Resource Manager
IOWA Co. – Ranger Naturalist
BUTLER Co. – Park Technician
HAMILTON Co. – Golf Course Grounds Asst.
TEMPORARY POSITIONS – 70+ opportunities
listed on website

Full Time
Seasonal/Part‐Time

