


CCDA Legislative Objectives 
2021 

Funding the Natural Resource & Outdoor Recreation  
Trust Fund 

The Natural Resource & Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund creates a dedicated trust fund for the 
purposes of protecting and enhancing  water quality and natural areas in the State including  
water quality, parks, trails, and fish and wildlife habitat and conserving agricultural soils in this 
State. 

 
Increase the Iowa Sales Tax to fund the Natural Resource and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund. 
The first 3/8th of a cent will provide approximately $180 million additional dollars of             
constitutionally protected funding for Iowa’s natural resources.  The trust has a strong, broad 
base of support statewide among sportspersons, environmental leaders, business leaders, 
farmers, recreation groups, Republicans, Democrats and Independents. The CCDA supports the 
distribution formula in current law, which was derived from years of study and building of    
support among many groups of Iowans. 
 

Iowans support these goals 
 63% of Iowa voters supported creation of the trust fund in 2010 
 90% of Iowans say protecting land, water and recreational opportunities is critical to 
the state’s economic vitality, and 75% support increased funding for those purposes 
 62% of rural voters supported the constitutional amendment prior to the 2010 vote 

Issue: 



Issue: 

Full Funding of REAP (Resource Enhancement and Protection) 

The original 1989 REAP law authorized a maximum appropriation of $30 million per year for 
10 years. This level of funding has never been realized. Actual appropriations have ranged   
between $7—$20 million, with an overall average of about $10 million per year. In 1996, the 
legislature changed the authorized maximum appropriation to $20 million per year and       
extended the program’s life through 2021. The program has never seen full funding. The 2020 
Legislature extended the program by two years to 2023. 
 
 
In the 2019 Session REAP saw funds moved to fund Iowa State Park Infrastructure and 
attempts to change the formula. Public land acquisition has made this program a target for 
cuts in recent years. Iowa ranks 49th in the nation in pubic land. 

REAP stands for Resource Enhancement and Protection. It is a state program that invests in, as 
its name implies, the enhancement and protection of Iowa’s natural and cultural resources. 
Iowa is blessed with a diverse array of natural and cultural resources, and REAP is likewise   
diverse and far reaching. Depending on the individual programs, REAP provides money for  
projects through state agency budgets or in the form of grants. Several aspects of REAP also 
encourage private contributions that help accomplish program objectives. 

REAP is funded from the state's Environment First Fund (Iowa gaming receipts) and from the 
sale of the natural resource license plate. The program is authorized to receive $20 million per 
year until 2021, but the state legislature sets the amount of REAP funding every year. This year 
REAP was appropriated $12 million. When you add license plate and interest income, its total 
budget is about $12.5 million.  



Tagging Tree Stands on Public Land 

Iowa deer hunters can place deer stands on public property two weeks before the first deer 
season and must have them removed two weeks after the last deer season. Currently, the 
owner of the stand is not required to tag the stand with the owner’s contact information. 

Issue: 

The problem is that some hunters don’t remove the stands because they want to save their 
spot for the next year.  Stands are strapped or chained to the trees and damage the trees as 
they grow around these straps if not removed annually.  It is also unfair to other sportsman 
who remove their stands and can’t put their stand up in specific areas because others didn’t 
remove their stands.   
 
County and state staff spend time removing stands and try to identify the proper owner of the 
equipment. 
 
A potential solution is amending the existing tree stand law requiring anyone placing a stand 
on public property must tag it with their DNR # listed on their hunting license.  This would    
allow law enforcement officers to identify the owner and keep the public from seeing who 
owns them.  The process would be similar to a copper trapper’s tag.  



 

CCDA POLICY STATEMENTS 
2021 

1.) CCDA supports  the Lake Restoration Fund and science-based ranking process for          
distribution of funds. 

 
2.) CCDA supports the Rivers Program and other statewide initiatives that protect Iowa’s  

water quality. 
 
3.) CCDA supports a sales tax increase to fund the Natural Resource & Outdoor Recreation 

Trust Fund. 
 
4.) CCDA supports efforts to expand and enhance the Bottle Bill as a major factor in “Keeping 

Iowa Beautiful”. 
 
5.) CCDA supports Iowa’s trail systems  & the State Recreational Trail Grant Program and  

state funding that helps build and maintain alternative modes of transportation.  
 
6.) CCDA supports changes to the Canoe/Kayak boat registration to provide additional    

funding for Iowa’s Water Trails and protection from aquatic invasive species. 
 
7.) CCDA supports enhanced buffer protection along Iowa’s streams, rivers, and wetlands to 

protect Iowa’s water quality. 
 
8.) CCDA supports the Forest Reserve Law and the protection of Iowa’s native forest land. 
 
9.) CCDA supports a property tax  reform plan that has minimal impact on Iowa’s County 

Government System and includes funding for Iowa’s Natural Resource & Outdoor       
Recreation Trust Fund. 

 
10.) CCDA strongly supports public land acquisition for trails, parks, protection of threatened 

species, preservation, cultural resource protection, and outdoor recreation. 
 
11.) CCDA supports the full funding of REAP to Protect & Enhance Iowa’s Natural Resources. 
 
12.) CCDA supports the protection of Iowa’s public lands and strongly opposes laws that  

require disposal of public lands. 

The CCDA supports the following legislative policy statements to address specific           
issues or topics during the 2021 Legislative Session. 



CCDA POLICY STATEMENTS Cont. 

The CCDA supports the following policy statements to address general issues or  
topics during the 2021 Legislative Session. 

FUNDING 
 1.) CCDA supports full funding of REAP. 
 2.) CCDA supports adequate funding for the IDNR positions and programs. 
 3.) CCDA supports continued funding for State Recreation Trail Grants. 

    4.) CCDA supports  regular DNR Fee adjustments to adequately cover expenses and  
 sustain our State Parks and natural resources. 

 
LAND USE 
 1.) CCDA supports a fair system of taxation that supports Iowa’s rural and urban  
 economies. 
 2.) CCDA supports enhanced regulation on confined animal feeding operations. 
 3.) CCDA supports wetland protection and development. 
 4.) CCDA supports access to public and private land for outdoor recreation. 
 
NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
 1.) CCDA supports state programs that monitor, protect, and improve Iowa’s  water 
 quality. 
 2.) CCDA supports laws that protect Iowa’s native plants and animals. 
 3.) CCDA supports the efforts of the DNR biologists, foresters, and other land managers 
 to manage Iowa’s natural resources. 
 
FISH & GAME 
 1.) CCDA supports the Wildlife Diversity Program in protecting Iowa’s native species. 
 2.) CCDA supports limited non-resident deer tags. 
 3.) CCDA supports an effort to provide habitat and increase pheasant numbers. 
 4.) CCDA supports the DNR’s effort to acquire additional land for public use. 
 5.) CCDA supports tree stand tagging requirements on public lands. 
 6.) CCDA supports the DNR’s efforts to monitor and control the spread of Chronic 
 Wasting Disease in Iowa’s White-tailed Deer  
 
RECREATION 
 1.) CCDA supports a well maintained and adequately funded state-wide Trails Program. 
 2.) CCDA supports a fair user-fee structure to cover costs and provide quality outdoor 
 experiences. 
 3.) CCDA supports adequate f unding and staffing of the State Park Program. 


