
         Thank you to  Harrison and Pottawattamie Counties  for
host ing another  fantast ic  fa l l  conference!  This  year  the theme was
“Living With Loess”  a  catchy phrase  for  sure  but ,  the message I
took away from the conference was  more broadly appl icable ,  i t
was  a  s imple  lesson,  one that  we a l l  know but ,  sometimes lose
sight  of .  
        In  the words  of  Pottawattamie Deputy Director  Jeff  Franco
“we know we can overcome any chal lenge i f  we embrace i t ,  put  the
resource f irs t ,  and do i t  the r ight  way” .  Jeff  was  explaining the
chal lenges  of  acquir ing,  upgrading,  and opening Mt.  Crescent  Ski
Resort  that  s i t s  on some of  the rarest  habitat  in  the world .
Chal lenges  included:  protect ing extremely rare  remnant  prair ie ,
earning publ ic  trust ,  upgrading infrastructure ,  deal ing with a
somewhat  host i le  takeover ,  f inancia l  r i sk ,  and pol i t ica l  pressures
to open immediately .
        Harrison County Director  Scott  Nelson a lso i l lustrated the
chal lenges  faced by Harrison County’s  10 year  journey to  their
state  of  the art ,  4+  mil l ion dol lar  Nature Center .  Including,
planning,  funding,  local  pol i t ics ,  pandemic,  prices ,  contractors ,
and t imel ines .  (FYI  Scott  l i teral ly  lost  most  of  his  hair  during the
process )  
        At  the Wednesday night  banquet  Keynote  Speaker  Joel
Sartore  shared his  photo ark col lect ion yes ,  i t  i s  l ike  Noah’s  Ark.
His  miss ion is  to  preserve species  that  are  going ext inct  in  real
t ime at  rapid rates .  He uses  photo archives  as  a  las t  resort  for
their  eternal  preservat ion but ,  a lso  to  promote their  sa lvat ion.  His
chal lenges  included:  being exposed to  the e lements ,  beaten and
defi led by his  subjects ,  (have to  see  the c l ip  animals  can be mean)
and gett ing shots  that  make people  ask  important  quest ions .  
        I t  i s  easy to  get  caught  up in  the day to  day,  pol i t ics ,  budgets ,
and f inancial  constraints ,  i t  can lead overwhelming feel ing that  we
are too smal l  to  make a  difference,  i t  can even encourage
complacency at  t imes .  At  the end of  Joel ’ s  speech,  he asked “how
wil l  they describe our  generat ion 200 years  from now?”  Wil l  i t  be
that  we were the ones  who let  careless  destruct ion rule  the day or
did we set  the example and turn the t ide towards  responsible
stewardship?  
        I t  i s  a  comfort  and an inspirat ion to  know that  we are  gaining
ground,  this  conference demonstrated that  we are  accomplishing
great  things  in  the face  of  adversi ty  and f inding success  by
embracing the chal lenges ,  set t ing our  priori t ies  s traight ,  working
together ,  and doing things  the r ight  way!  Hats  off  to  our
conference hosts  and thanks  again!

October 3rd- 4th
CCDA New Director
Leadership Summit

October 6th Deadline
for New Employee
School & MCP
 E-commerce Summit
Registration

October 10th-12th
CCPOA Fall Training
Camp Dodge, IA

October 17th & 18th
ICCS New Employees
School & MCP  Training
Briggs Woods, Hamilton
County

November 16th-17th
Iowa Nature Summit
Drake University

December 14th District
V Meeting Washington
County

January 23rd-25th
Winterfest 2024 Hyatt
Regency Coralville, IA
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Living with Loess 2023



F Y  2 0 2 3  I S A A C  W A L T O N  L E A G U E  H A B I T A T
I M P R O V E M E N T  A W A R D  W I N N E R S  

Population Over 20,000
1st Place Linn CCB

2nd Place Story CCB
3rd Place Woodbury

Population Under 20,000
1st Place Mitchell CCB

2nd Place Chickasaw CCB
3rd Place Butler CCB

A special thanks to Jack Johnson, National Director of the Izaak Walton
League of America for Joining us and graciously presenting these awards!  

A big thanks to all the counties who participated and congrats to this
year’s winners! We look forward to your nominations next year!

Steve Dixon Recognized Steve Dixon of Mahaska County just
finished his second term as a Board

Member representative from the eastern
region on the ICCS Board of Directors.

Steve served a total of six years and says
“ Being on the board of director’s was an

eye opening experience. It was
interesting to learn about things from a

higher level and It was amazing to see all
the growth and development happen in

terms of Parks and Nature Centers
during my time on the Board.” Thanks

Steve!
Nick Beeck Director, Plymouth just

completed his term as president, Thanks
for your time and commitment Nick.

ICCS President Nick Beek Presents
plaque to Steve Dixon at Annual

Meeting

Beek, Plymouth    Dixon, Mahaska

Chad Humpal
Chickasaw

Connar Lifka
Mitchell

Jack Johnson 
IWLA Nat.

Director

Pat Shehan
Story

Dan Heissel
Woodbury

Dennis Goemaat
Linn

Daniel Gibbins
Linn



A big thanks to all our Vendors and Sponsors this year! We
truly appreciate the setups, interaction, and swag you all

provided! Without your knowledge, expertise, and ongoing
support our industry would not be whare it is today! We had a

record 20 sponsors this year that not only helped make this
event possible but continue allow it to grow each year! We hope

to see you all again at Winterfest 2024! Thank you!!

Celebrate our 
Sponsors and Vendors of 2023



2023 -  38th ANNUAL
C.C.P.O.A. FALL

WORKSHOP
& BUSINESS MEETING Tuesday,

October 10th- 12th 2023

Register by October 3rd 
https://www.mycountyparks.com/Org-

Event/Default.aspx

There is plenty of room to Join ICCS's 10th Annual new Employee School
for FREE!

 ICCS, is committed to promoting leadership and professionalism within
our system. Our 10th Annual School is specially designed for new County

Conservation Board Employees who have joined the system within the past
couple of years. We believe that you are the future of our industry, and

attending this event will help you build your statewide network and
participate in critical discussions that have made our first 68 years a success.
As a host, ICCS will provide morning and afternoon refreshments as well as

a delicious noon luncheon. Don't miss out on this  opportunity!

H T T P S : / / W W W . M Y C O U N T Y P A R K S . O R G / C O N F E R E N C E S . H T M L

Register NOW for ICCS New Employee School

Ecommerce Summit is still open too!

Mycountyparks.com is always evolving to meet the needs of your CCB come
check out what's new, what’s coming, and give feedback help us provide the

best product possible. Don’t miss presentation by Informatics 
CEO John Osako

REGISTRATION  FOR BOTH EVENTS CLOSES OCT.6th

https://www.mycountyparks.com/Org-Event/Default.aspx
https://www.mycountyparks.org/conferences.html


PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR FY24 SALARY
SURVEYS!!

      Each year ICCS  collects
information regarding salary,
insurance, population size,
and years of service to help
counties make accurate
estimates for budgeting
purposes. This year we added
two additional categories Law
enforcement and camping
revenues.
      The law enforcement
question is a simple yes or no
for each employee, the
camping revenue is a single
number that indicates a
counties previous fiscal year
camping receipts. We were
hoping to have all 99 surveys
TODAY but, it seems we may
fall short.

Please get your survey in ASAP so we can
compile the data and get it back out before the

budget season hits! Thank you for participating!
No surveys will be included after October 6th.



1. Louisa County - Executive Director
2. Hamilton County - Park Ranger 
3. Marshall County - Conservation Tech
4. Scott County - Park Ranger
5. Tama County - Conservation Director
6. Jefferson County - Naturalist 
7. O'Brien County - Director

 

     Starts on Friday, October 6, 2023, in
Marshalltown Iowa! 
“The Iowa Trails Summit brings
together trail builders, supporters,
volunteers, advocates and enthusiasts
from across Iowa and beyond to delve
into trail development topics ranging
from corridor acquisition, engineering
and enhancements, to funding,
maintenance and marketing.”
  

 S E A S O N A L  P O S I T I O N S
O N  W E B S I T E ! !

https://www.mycountyparks.com
/Jobs/Default.aspx

Iowa Trails Summit 

     “This event is hosted by Iowa Natural
Heritage Foundation, Golden Hills
RC&D,  Iowa Bicycle Coalition, the
National Parks Service RTCA, Travel
Iowa and Southeast Iowa Regional
Planning Commission. 
This year’s Keynote
speaker is Amy
Camp. All proceeds
go to future
conferences and trail
related projects.”

https://www.mycountyparks.com/Jobs/D2412100-C8A8-4608-B997-6AB3D5F5A3F6/Executive-Director.aspx
https://www.mycountyparks.com/Jobs/54E0DE12-5AE1-4BEB-A18C-7D108E74FA25/Park-Ranger.aspx
https://www.mycountyparks.com/Jobs/54E0DE12-5AE1-4BEB-A18C-7D108E74FA25/Park-Ranger.aspx
https://www.mycountyparks.com/Jobs/260C273B-E3EC-4138-99BE-BAB999F812FB/Conservation-Technician.aspx
https://www.mycountyparks.com/Jobs/1953AB5C-7743-46F0-9123-6E063458CB17/Park-Ranger-5-000-Bonus-for-Certified-Officers.aspx
https://www.mycountyparks.com/Jobs/C76BFBBB-2B71-48EC-A598-D8C9381A5E46/Conservation-Director.aspx
https://www.mycountyparks.com/Jobs/06813E20-723B-4CDB-BBD2-797809D02B18/Naturalist.aspx
https://www.mycountyparks.com/Jobs/06813E20-723B-4CDB-BBD2-797809D02B18/Naturalist.aspx
https://www.mycountyparks.com/Jobs/8F681ACA-36FC-4989-BEDC-D1B55A180E42/Director.aspx
https://www.mycountyparks.com/Jobs/Default.aspx

