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            Additional registrations will not be accepted after September 1st. We are now 
in the process of confirming all meals, breaks, transportation and various venues – so we 
are relatively final on attendance numbers. Looking forward to a great experience for all 
participants – from the Tuesday pre-conference activities to the final tours on Thursday! 

      We are looking forward to hosting 230+ folks in Dubuque on 
Sept. 13-15 – a short two weeks hence! KUDOS to the DCCB 
Staff and Board Members for pulling all of the details together 
for another historic gathering of CCB folks from across Iowa! 
PLEASE NOTE: Registration Check-In on Tuesday, 9/13 will 
be located in the Grand Harbor Hotel; on Wednesday and 
Thursday 9/14-15, Registration will be located in the adjacent 
Grand River Center. 

IACCB@mycountyparks.org   (515) 963-9582 

* Sept. 7-9  – Roadside 
Conf.  – Okoboji 
* Sept. 21 – Dist.2 Mtg. – 
Worth CCB 
* Oct. 3-5 – CCPOA Fall 
Workshop – Camp Dodge 
* Oct. 19 – Dist. 3 Mtg. – 
Clay CCB 
* Oct. 25 – ICCS New Emp. 
School – Webster City 
* Oct. 26 - E-Commerce 
Summit – Webster City 
* Nov. 2-4 – IAN Fall 
Workshop – Muscatine   
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SAVE THE DATES: 
 

The ICCS Calendar & 
Zoom Meeting Room 

Bookings 
 are available online via 
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ON DECK! – The 2022 ICCS Fall Conference! 😊  

CONFERENCE INFO.: https://www.mycountyparks.org/conferences.html  

POLK                       
CCB 

O’BRIEN                 
CCB 

RINGGOLD CCB 

https://www.mycountyparks.org/uploads/1/0/6/7/106716567/iccs_silent_auction_donation_form.pdf  

ANNUAL FALL CONFERENCE SILENT AUCTION  
         As of today’s writing, we have only THREE entries for the 
annual ICCS Fall Conference Silent Auction. WE CAN DO BETTER!  
Those weekend cabin packages, talented staff/board member craft 
items, local CVB partnership baskets, etc. – all are possibilities! We 
need your donation forms no later than September 10th……You can 
obtain a donation form via the link below and route questions and 
your filled out forms to: IACCB@mycountyparks.org THANK-YOU! 

GREENE  
CCB 

Grateful Appreciation to Our 2022 ICCS Fall Conference Sponsors: 

       Many of you received the communication from Dubuque CCB this 
past week that we will only be providing digital versions of most 
conference documents – ALL available from this Q.R. code. This will give 
you access to: Conference At-A-Glance Agenda; Full Conference 
Registration Packet with all event/session descriptions; Agenda for the 
2022 ICCS Annual Meeting; and, the FY2022 ICCS Annual Report. This 
Code will be available throughout the conference for your scanning – OR, 
you can get it loaded up in advance! 



   

  

2022 Pre-Conference Bike, Golf, Paddle, Shoot & Tour 
     OVER ONE-HALF of all conference delegates have registered for one of the FIVE pre-conference 
options on September 13. If you are one of these you should have heard from your hosting Dubuque CCB 
Staff sometime in the past week or so. Your pre-conference-activity details should have arrived to your email 
inboxes - IF YOUR PERSONAL EMAIL ADDRESS WAS PROVIDED TO RECEIVE IT TO! If you did not, 
and perhaps someone else from your CCB registered you for the conference – you may wish to check with 
them to ensure that you have all the essential information about your particular activity. There may be specific 
times, locations and or procedures that you need to be aware of so that you have the mostest awesome pre 
-conference experience! THEN, as all these events wrap up for the afternoon – EVERYONE will be migrating 
to the Conference Welcome Social Tailgate and CCB Alumni Reunion on the shores of the Mississippi River 
just up-river from the Grand Harbor Hotel/Grand River Center …..pretty much a perfect day! 😊 

Stihl MSA 120 Battery 
Powered Chainsaw 

Custom-made 9 foot, 6 weight Fly Rod & Reel 

 THE FALL CONFERENCE RAFFLE ITEMS HAVE LANDED! 😊 
     

       Just in case you were wondering if there would be some awesome raffle items this year – have we got a 
trio of HOT ITEMS for you! The Stihl Chainsaw, Old Town Kayak and Custom Fly Rod/Reel will be all lined 
up on Wednesday, Sept 14th for your raffle tickets to be dropped into the appropriate buckets -   So – tuck 
a few extra dollars into your satchels, and snatch-up those tickets from Dubuque CCB representatives at the 
conference. The drawing(s) will be held on Wednesday evening at the close of festivities for the day! 



CCDA MEETS AT ISAC – Over ½ of our 100 CCB Directors gathered at the Annual ISAC Conference 
last week (August 24 – 26) for just some incredible networking and educational sessions! In addition to 
the CCDA Business Meeting, other educational sessions included: CCB District Updates; Clayton County 
EV Stations Project; ICCS Updates; Holding Accountable the Underperforming or Difficult Employees; I-
80 Corridor Project and Funding EV Stations; County Spotlight – Louisa CCB; Fair Labor Standards & 21st 
Century Hiring; Madison County Conservation – Tornado Emergency Response; Diversity, Equity & 
Inclusion; School of the Wild; County Spotlight on Marketing Strategies; DNR Updates from Pete Hildreth; 
PLUS additional sessions as provided in the general ISAC programming. 
      The CCDA generally meets twice a year – once in March and once in August in conjunction with the 
ISAC Spring and Annual Meetings. Additionally, there are several Committees within the organization 
which allow for more in-depth participation if a Director has an interest. In 2022, nearly 90 CCB Directors are 
members of the Association – record numbers for membership in both 2021 and 2022! ICCS recommends that ALL 
Directors take advantage of the membership, networking and educational opportunities that are provided by this 
valuable leadership division of Iowa’s County Conservation System. 

SCHOOL REGISTRATION: https://www.mycountyparks.com/Org-Event/Default.aspx 

2022 ICCS NEW CCB EMPLOYEE SCHOOL 
     The ICCS Board of Directors is pleased to present the 9th Annual 
New County Conservation Employee School. The 2022 edition of this 
evennnn Event is scheduled for Tuesday, October 25th at the Briggs Woods Conference Center at Briggs Woods County 
Park in Hamilton County. In partnership with MyCountyParks.com, the New Employee School is provided at NO 
COST for all participants. Instructors for this fast-paced day include seasoned professionals from the Iowa DNR, 
IPERS, Iowa Tourism Office, Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation and Iowa’s County Conservation System. A program 
flyer for this event, as well as the online registration is available via the link provided below. 
        If you are new to the CCB System in 2022, or even within the past couple of years – but 
have been unable to previously attend – you are encouraged to join your CCB brethren for this 
training opportunity. We continually strive to enhance the leadership and professional qualities 
of all our employees – so getting a great start on the front end of your career is a critical step. 
We hope that you are able to join us in late October for this extraordinary opportunity! 😊 
 

County Conservation Directors Association 
meets at ISAC Annual Conference 



  

locate the special workshop Newsletter – it can be viewed/downloaded from the CCPOA website at the 
following link:  https://www.mycountyparks.org/uploads/1/0/6/7/106716567/ccpoa_newsletter_-_august_2022.pdf  

34 
Participants 

37th Annual CCPOA Fall Workshop – REGISTRATION AVAILABLE! 
      October 3-5, 2022 at Camp Dodge, with lodging at the Stoney Creek Hotel in 
Johnston. Online registration is available at the link below - Registration Deadline 
is Friday, September 23rd! (So, get your acts together!) A room block has been 
reserved at the Stoney Creek Hotel where you book your online reservations for this 
workshop online via the link below AND by adding “CCPOA” as the code to receive 
the $79/nite rate – DEADLINE for lodging reservations is Thursday, September 
15th – get on your horse! 
       This workshop is changing-up the lodging venue as well as the meeting space 
venue at Camp Dodge, AND adding rifle training for the firearms certification day. To 

WORKSHOP REGISTRATION: https://www.mycountyparks.com/Org-Event/Default.aspx 

STONEY CREEK HOTEL LODGING: http://www.stoneycreekhotels.com/ 

Add “CCPOA” as the Group 
Attendee Code when on the 
Stoney Creek Website. 

CCPOA LEADERSHIP taking a break at the summer leadership retreat include (L-R): 
Mike Weis (Harrison), Ryan Wiemold (Story), Justin Smith (Lyon), Nick Beeck 
(Plymouth), Stratton Bond (Keokuk), Dave Ong (Scott) and Pat Shehan (Story). Those 
unable to attend: Shelby Williams (Benton), Charlie Finch (Polk) & Brad Janssen (Polk). 



  

WINTERFEST 2023 PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
         YOU SHOULD be seeing your online registration opportunity for 
Winterfest 2023 popping into your inboxes in early October as the planning 
committee is putting the final polish on the agenda and pre-conference 
events. As many of you have been hearing at District Meetings, CCDA, etc. 
– you can anticipate a modest registration fee increase for 2023 – as there 
has not been an increase in nearly a decade. The final in-person meeting of 

the 2022 Committee was held at the Jester 
Park Nature Center in Polk County on August 
10, a wonderfully warm day for the annual 
Team IACCBE photo-op. Current elected 
officers of the Division include: President 
Brett Backhaus (Worth); Vice President 
Matt Morris (Butler); Sec./Treasurer Joni 
Hefley (Webster); and the two 
Representatives to the ICCS Board of 
Directors – Brad Mormann (Jones) and 
Jim Hanson (Worth). Other Committee 
members represent all ICCS Divisions, our 
six Districts from across the state, and other 
employees with an interest in serving on the 
Committee. 
      You will see all of these blue shirts once 
again in January as they collectively host 325+ 
CCB employees to simply the BEST training 
opportunity for CCB staff – created and hosted by 

CCB staff each and every year! 😊 

FY2023 Salary Surveys – DUE September 19th  
      Distributed to individual CCBs on August 22nd, the FY2023 
ICCS Salary Surveys are due to be returned no later than 
September 19th. Many thanks to the nearly 50% of CCBs that got 
them back to us within the first week! 😊 The end-product report 
and database are the #1 requested productions from ICCS each 
year as they play a pivotal role in budget negotiations for the 
following Fiscal Year. When the data is eventually combined with 
results of the REAP Certification Reports, we have an excellent 
manipulable database for county-to-county comparisons by size of 
operations, revenue flows, levy, staff size, benefits, etc. It is most 
helpful if we can get them all turned in ASAP so that we can get 
them cleaned-up, compiled and available for your all to utilize 😊 

DISTRICT 4 MEETING 
RINGGOLD CCB 
August 18, 2022 
 

DISTRICT 3 MEETING 
O’BRIEN CCB - August 17, 2022 

 

Districts 3 & 4 Have Meetings 
        Excellent attendance was experienced at 
both District 3 and District 4 Meetings this month! 
The robust agendas coupled with the post-Covid 
desire to get-together combined to generate good 
crowds all around! Outside of the general District 
Business Meetings, other agenda topics included: 
Depredation Programs on Public Lands; R,C&D 
Opportunities; Americorps Programs; Inkpaduta 
Water Trail Meeting with IDNR and USFWS; Info 
on Lakeside Labs Programming, etc. 😊  



 

https://www.mycountyparks.com/Jobs/Default.aspx 
1. BENTON Co. – Roadside Manager 
2. CLINTON Co. – Naturalist 
3. DICKINSON Co. – Iowa Roadside Vegetation Tech. 
4. DICKINSON Co. – Roadside Vegetation Tech. - PPT 
5. HAMILTON Co. – Golf Course Clubhouse Mgr. / Pro 
6. POLK Co. – Conservation Laborer – Construction 
7. POLK Co. – Facility Attendant 
8. SEASONAL POSITIONS – 25+ opportunities  

listed on website 
 
 

“You don't need to practice social distancing from Mother Nature: Enjoy Iowa's County Parks!”  

Selfie Station along the Heritage Trail in 
Dubuque County   

- MyCountyParks.com 

WEEK NUMBER 85 UPDATE! 

Full Time  
Seasonal/Part-Time 

8/29/2022 

County Conservation Boards -  ALUMNI CORNER 😊 
     When ICCS travel took me to Western Iowa in August, we had a chance to meet 
up with Rick Schneider, recently retired CCB Director from Woodbury County. He 
is now a resident of Minn. and reports that all is well – though the grandkids can 
keep him pretty well exhausted! He won’t be at the Fall Conference this year – 
but wishes everyone well! 😊 Speaking of the fall conference – we are looking forward 
to seeing some additional CCB Alumni - Al Griffiths (Clinton) will be joining the pre-
conference golf event, Marc Miller (Scott) will be around for the whole Conference, and 
Mark Wagner (of Grundy and Jasper CCB fame) will join us for the Alumni Tailgate. As 
previously mentioned in our July Newsletter, we will also be honored with the presence of 
Bob Walker – formerly from the Office of County Conservation Activities in the 1980s. 😊 
 

       OUR FINAL 14 WEEKS IS AT HAND! ……the final sprint is on! If you are one 
of our final counties – be sure to get your materials (pictures & proposed text) submitted 
well in advance of your dates listed to the right! 😊 It has been a historically productive 
effort since January 2021 – many thanks to those of you that have assisted ICCS! 😊 

Packing on the Numbers: Engaged with 535,875 visitors and posted 1,827 
awesome pics to-date! Proud to be recognized as the                              

2022 Iowa Tourism Outstanding Niche Marketing Initiative!! 
 

A NOTE ABOUT JOB POSTINGS ON MCP.com 
      Several CCBs have postings that were made back in January/February, and are listed as “OPEN UNTIL FILLED”. Please 
either refresh your posts or remove them at this time. Any which remain posted that have not been refreshed will be taken down 
in the upcoming weeks. Specific CCBs include: Audubon, Benton, Buena Vista, Cass, Clay, Des Moines, Grundy, Marshall, 
Sac, Van Buren & Woodbury. Many thanks for your assistance in cleaning up this listing! 😊 
 


