
 

I O W A  W I L D F I R E
  Sometimes Iowa feels like a place with no real wilderness, most of the State is a

flat fragmented land scape where small managed parcels near streams or river
corridors make up “Wildlife Areas” so to have actual Wildfires that burn for
multiple days and torch thousands of acres is a rarity to say the least.

On Thursday, April 13th Josh Shaban of Monona CCB contacted ICCS Via
email asking for help from all available County Conservation Boards to fight a
raging wildfire in western Iowa’s Loess Hills. Earlier that day a private
landowner had started a trash fire despite hazardous fire conditions; coming
off a two-year drought with 86-degree temperatures, 30- 40 Mph winds an 22-
24 percent humidity.  

The fire escaped, burned that landowner’s barn, and simply went wild. Spot
fires were jumping from hilltop to hilltop at distances from 3/8ths of a mile to
nearly a mile at a time. Extreme fire behavior ensued with running crown fires
blazing through forest lands and killing 40-inch diameter oaks. Those on site
fought the fire all night. 

Kody Wohlers, Loess Hills Land Stewardship Director with the Iowa Natural
Heritage Foundation provided the following information:

“It was nothing short of amazing to see the continued training on wildland fire
tactics put into full effect to save values at risk, maintain public safety, and
collaborative interagency working relationships in a very high stress
environment. Fifty eight different conservation professionals from across
western Iowa assisted in the effort along with a tremendous influx of VFD
apparatus and personnel from at least six different counties. Countless
conservation engines, UTVs, a skid loader, chainsaws, and leaf blowers were
utilized by highly skilled firefighters to construct 1.4 miles of firebreak/holding
line to minimize potential spread.”
 
"The fire was contained at 3770 acres and adjoins a wildfire which burned last
Monday/Wednesday (4.10-12.23) of another 718 acres putting the fire complex at
4488 acres. Burnout operations were implemented on 10.7 miles of the 12.5 miles
of perimeter to contain the fire. Containment took roughly 28 hours to achieve."

The fire continued to burn through the weekend, it is estimated that 2,300 of the
acres were forested and of that area, at least 300 acres of trees are dead. This was
the type of fire that only happens “out west”, this was a real Iowa Wildfire!

What an awesome story to illustrate why training, collaboration, and
participation in the greater conservation community are so important in what we
do! A huge thanks to all involved for this amazing effort thanks to Harrison,
Monona, Woodbury, Plymouth, Sioux, and Ida Counties for answering the call
and to those who were fighting wildfires elsewhere in Western Iowa. 
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D A T E S



D i s t r i c t  I  M e e t i n g

Ryan Harr, a special projects wildlife biologist with Iowa DNR,
discussed the implementation of the "I-Fire" system, a new
qualification system for prescribed burning on public land in Iowa.
The system will provide training and qualifications to State and
County employees that meet national training standards. The system
will record all records of prescribed fire in Iowa.

 

Nate Carr, a game warden with Iowa DNR, discussed a
recent case of timber theft on public land in Hardin
County. Theft of black walnut logs can result in suppressed
prices, decrease in land value, loss of genetics, loss of
diversity, and habitat. Timber theft is becoming more
common and many Counties don't know it is happening to
them, we need to be vigilant.

Kit Paper with Hardin County Conservation Board discussed
the success of using aerial drone spraying for cattail
management. Using a drone was faster and easier to access the
application site than any other method, and spraying target
areas gave them increased visible water and better hunting
access in the fall.

Anna Buckardt, an avian ecologist with Iowa DNR, discussed
the importance of the motus antenna system in collecting large
amounts of data on migratory birds that travel through Iowa.
Hardin County Conservation Board has recently purchased and
set up a motus antenna system at their headquarters, which
tracks and studies only non-game birds during their annual
range cycle of migration. This technology is demonstrating
Iowa as an important bird migration corridor.

District I met at Calkins Nature Area in Hardin County hosting four great presentations !

ICCS is looking to begin the recruitment of a Board Member Representative from region 5 & 6 who
would be willing serving on the ICCS Board after the 2023 Fall Conference. This is a three year term
of service that only requires attendance to four meetings per year, two of which are remote via Zoom
along with attendance at ICCS Annual Fall Conference. Good Candidates will have a willingness to be
an active participant in Board discussions and decision making. Candidates must apply and then be
voted on in order to serve. This is a great way for dedicated Board members to learn more about the
Statewide System, meet other members, and guide the direction of Iowa's County Conservation
System. Those who are interested in serving should notify ICCS that they would like to be put on the
Ballot. IACCB@mycountyparks.org

Thanks to Wes Wiese and Hardin County Staff for hosting an awesome meeting!!

I C C S B O A R D O F D I R E C T O R S U P C O M I N G
V A C A N C Y R E G I O N 5 & 6



The Conference will feature tours of some of Iowa's best prairies
along with three excellent keynote speakers and various breakout
sessions.  The goal of the organization is  to promote the
preservation and restoration of prairies in North America
through scientific research, education, and community outreach.  
For more information or to Register check out the Link:
http://www.northamericanprairie.org/

 

N O R T H  A M E R I C A N  P R A I R I E
C O N F R E N C E  D E S  M O I N E S  I O W A ,

J U N E  2 6 - 2 9

Connie Mutel, retired Iowa Institute of Hydraulic Research
(IIHR) historian and Senior Science Writer, is a Johnson County
Conservation Board member. She is an extremely
knowledgeable Ecologist and Restoration Biologist and she has
written numerous books. Her recent book, "Tending Iowa's
Land: Pathways to a Sustainable Future," is currently available
and is a great read for conservation minded individuals. Get a
copy https://uipress.uiowa.edu/books/tending-iowas-land

J O H N S O N  C O U N T Y  A U T H O R  



ISAAC WALTON HABITAT IMPROVMENT AWARD SCORING
COMMITTEE!

 
1. Clinton County- Park Supervisor
2. Wright County-  Ranger/Technician
3. Henry County- Naturalist
4. Union County- Asst. Ranger/ Technician
5. Calhoun County- Naturalist/ Park Ranger
6. Dickinson County- EE Coordinator/ Naturalist
7. Polk County- Park Ranger x 2

8. Webster County- Office Manager
9. Woodbury County- Office Assistant
10. Polk County- Maintenance Technician
11.  Audubon County- Maintenance/ Ranger
12.  Plymouth County- Community Coordinator
13. Polk County- Conservation Laborer Multiple

https://www.mycountyparks.com/Jobs/Default.aspx
 

5 5  P L U S  S E A S O N A L  P O S I T I O N S  O N  W E B S I T E ! !

ICCS is looking for an experienced  Natural Resource field staff to
volunteer from each district to serve on a committee to update the

scoring criteria for the IWLA Habitat Improvement Award. We expect
that this can be accomplished in one or two short zoom meetings. The
criteria will likely not change much but, the committee will look at the
current scoring matrix and decide what changes should be made for

this year. If you are interested in serving please contact Adam.
IACCB@mycountyparks.org

BYTES Has made it's official
comeback...You can dive into the

resent issue of the BYTES
Newsletter to get an in-depth

update on all things
Mycountyparks. You will find

information on updates, issues,
resources, and upcoming training

opportunities. 
https://www.mycountyparks.org/

newsletters.html

https://www.mycountyparks.com/Jobs/Default.aspx

