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CAN YOU FEEL THE CCB ENERGY!?!?! 
     Soooo numerous are the vibrations – sometimes just not sure which way my head is 
spinning – all in a good way, of course!  Our new Administrative Assistant, Daniele 
Dorsey began her tour of duty with us in early August, and we are systematically bringing 

mycountyparks.com 

SAVE THE DATES: 
 

The ICCS Calendar is also 

available online via 

  

 

* Sept. 19‐21 – IACCB 59th 

Annual Fall Conference 

* Sept. 21 – IACCB Annual 

Meeting – Des Moines 

* Oct.  8‐10 – CCPOA Fall 

Workshop – Camp Dodge 

* Oct. 17 – District 3 Mtg. 

– Plymouth CCB 

* Nov. 7‐9 – IAN Fall Mtg. 

– Black Hawk CCB 

* Nov. 13 – E‐Commerce 

Summit – Story CCB 

* Nov. 15 – 2018 New 

Employee School – D.M. 

* Dec. 6 – District 5 Mtg. – 

Davis CCB 

* Dec. 12 – Dist. 3 Mtg. – 

Osceola CCB 

* Dec. 19 – Dist. 6 Mtg. – 

Buchanan CCB 

* Feb. 5‐7 – Winterfest ’19 

– Coralville Marriott 
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Early IACCB Board of 

Directors Meeting 

1960 

her up to speed on her initial primary duties. The learning 
curve in front of her is somewhat steep and pretty expansive, 
so your patience with our new operations will be much 
appreciated. As we have announced previously – Daniele’s 
primary roles will be the eventual System Administrator for 
the MyCountyParks.com website, Division Management point 
person, and providing general support for all that we do!  
The updated CONTACT INFORMATION for us is as follows: 
 

TOM – IACCB@mycountyparks.org / (319) 521-5952 
DANIELE – INFO@mycountyparks.org / (515) 963-9582 

 

Both phone numbers are cell phones that you can either call 
or text….texting being a new mechanism to IACCB/ICCS for 
being in touch! Stay tuned to future communications as to when 
Daniele will be taking on her various new duties at full-speed!.  8/7/18 ‐ Tom Hazelton & Daniele Dorsey 

during orientation & training @ Floyd CCB 

BOOMING NUMBERS! 
    We will share more information later in this newsletter, but with a 35%+ increase in 
registrations for our IACCB 59th Annual Fall Conference, 37+ attendees at both the 
District 3 and District 4 summer meetings this month, and near record attendance at the 
CCDA summer meeting at ISAC last week – what a fantastic surge in participation!  
Kudos all-around to the hosts and coordinators for these events as attendance is driven by 
an attractive agenda and advance marketing! Look forward to highlights in following pages. 

Iowa’s County Conservation System 

2018 SILENT AUCTION UPDATE! 
    Speaking of a surge (albeit a bit timid ) – we have had a bit of an up-tick on CCB 
donations to the Annual Conference Silent Auction! In addition to the auction items from 
the IACCB, IACCBE and CCPOA Divisions – we now have nice packages from the 
following CCBs: Linn, O’Brien, Scott, Harrison, Poweshiek and Des Moines! Who doesn’t 
want to bid on a weekend stay in those new grain bin cabins in Dog Creek Park?! (O’Brien 
CCB) So, what’s in the rest of your closets?? We will need to know that you have an entry 
for the auction coming to the conference to ensure ample table space…..kinda working with 
a Sept. 12th Deadline for entries. Walk-ins are relatively problematic – so just let us know. 
You can download the Auction Donation Form on the Conference Information page on 
our MyCountyParks.org website via the link below. Thanks in advance for your support! 



  

 

  

 

              

UPLOAD THOSE FACILITIES!
       

CABINS, CAMPGROUND, SHELTERS! 
Get on over to traveliowa.com so that your facilities can 
be listed not only on the tourism website – but also in the 
2019 edition of the Iowa Tourism Guide - FREE! 
    As we shared with the Directors at ISAC last week – the 
sooner the better for inclusion – target the first of October 
for completion? If you have never uploaded listings to this 
site, you will have to create an account in order to do so. 
This is simple, and should not be a deterrent!  The 
upload forms are easy to use – and don’t forget some 
pictures! Don’t miss this opportunity to have your facilities 
(or events) marketed for FREE by our Iowa Tourism 
partners. Get on it NOW! 

(Just scroll down to the bottom of the home page of 
www.traveliowa.com to login or sign-up!)  

Did you know that 90% of the time when you experience a 
problem online or with a particular website – it may be the 
cookies on your computer/device? The cached data in cookies 
can sometimes conflict with the website they refer to if the page 
has been updated, resulting in errors when you attempt to load 
the page again. (Same day, next week, etc.) Regularly shutting 
down your devices or physically cleaning out your cookies & 
temporary internet files (even on your smart phones) will go a 
long way for your cyber peace-of-mind experiences!  

Cleaning Your 
COOKIES OUT 

on a  
Regular Basis? 



 

 

   

https://www.mycountyparks.com/Org‐Event/3/33rd‐Annual‐CCPOA‐Fall‐Workshop‐Business‐Meeting.aspx

ZIPPITY – ZOOM – DA! 
 
 

In a short 5 weeks, we have had two Zoom Webinars and an 
additional several meetings – not to mention numerous training 
and orientation events between the ICCS CEO & Admin. Assistant! 
We continue to explore the functionalities of this new CCB 
opportunity, as well as some of the limitations. We will be investing 
in better audio and visual support components, and depending on 
demand – even assisting with upgrading hardware for Divisions. 

FYI – if you will be participating with us in future Zoom events – a quality high-speed internet connection is very helpful 
for good connectivity during the event. Also, once you receive an invite link to a meeting, it is helpful to run a test in 

advance, and download whatever Zoom app or software may be needed for your device to properly function. To 
schedule an event or talk about possibilities – please contact Daniele Dorsey, ICCS Administrative Assistant at: 

INFO@mycountyparks.org / Phone/Text: (515) 963-9582 

ONLINE REGISTRATION NOW AVAILABLE!

https://www.mycountyparks.com/Org‐Event/2/2018‐IACCB‐FALL‐CONFERENCE.aspx  

VISIT: https://www.mycountyparks.com/Org-Event/Default.aspx for all registration, survey 
and payment options currently available from your ICCS Divisions. 

Additional ZOOM Information 
We have successfully been able to record two Zoom Webinars to-date – one for Division Administrators to “certify” 
them to build and implement online registration events for their Division; and, 2. The “MyCountyParks.com 101” 
class that was presented in Sac County on August 15th. While both still have some minor video editing to complete – 
they will be available for viewing via cloud link upon request. This will be a helpful resource for those that were 
participants in the trainings, and in the case of MCP.com 101 – will provide an available online orientation for new staff 
that will have website administrator responsibilities. Stay tune for information on requesting free access to these 
webinar-like educational opportunities!  

Silent Auction Donation  
Kudos to Poweshiek County Conservation for their 
multi-year donations of unique metal art in one form 
or another! Credit also to Linn, Scott and Harrison 
who are already “IN” for the 2018 auction – as they 
have been year after year for the past decade!  

2nd Annual Field Day! Come check out and 

operate various excavator and skid steer forestry mowers 
from multiple manufacturers; Demonstrations of native grass 
drills for revegetation; Seminars on choosing herbicides; 
Prescribed fire for native plant reestablishment, and more. 
Lunch is provided with the FREE registration!  Contact Chris 
Henze, Johnson County Secondary Roads – (319) 356-
6046 – or via email to: chenze@co.johnson.ia.us  Come learn 
about a better way to manage your brush and invasive species! 

Forestry Mower Demo Field 
Day – October 26, 9 am – 3 pm 
Foster Center @ Diamond Lake Park near Montezuma. 

Hosted by the Poweshiek CCB and Hawkeye CWMA



    FY2018 Annual Report 
& 2018 Annual Meeting   

All you need to be “in the know” about 
the state of county conservation in 

Iowa is posted here: 
 

https://www.mycountyparks.org/conferences.html 
 

under the CONFERENCES tab on the 
MyCountyParks.org website. The 
Annual Report, meeting agenda, 

proposed changes for the Bylaws and 
Articles of Incorporation, etc.  

Three Ballots Currently in Progress 
1. District 1 – Board Member Representative to the IACCB Board of Directors – Deadline: August 31st  
2. District 2 – Board Member Representative to the IACCB Board of Directors – Deadline: August 31st  
(Ballots have been distributed to CCB Directors in these respective Districts – with online voting also available) 
3. GENERAL BALLOT for Annual Meeting – This Ballot has been distributed to all CCB Directors statewide, and 
also has an online voting option. This ballot pertains to the proposed changes to the Bylaws and Articles of 
Incorporation. Deadlines for these ballots are: Voting by snail mail – Sept. 11th; Voting by email – Sept. 11th; 
Voting online via Survey Monkey – Sept. 18th. Paper ballots may also be turned in at the Annual Meeting on Sept. 
21st. (NO BALLOTS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE ANNUAL MEETING) NOTE: The IACCB Board of Directors has 
determined that, beginning in 2019 - the only method of voting that will be provided will be online – no more 
paper ballots or mailing them in. 

Heads-Up – FY19 Salary Survey! 
We know you are excited!!  Daniele is currently updating your 
2018 submission form that will be coming back your way very 
soon for your FY2019 updates. They will arrive with a cover 
email of instructions, deadlines, etc. Deadline for returning the 
information will be September 30th – a quick turnaround! 

REAP CERTIFICATION REPORTS!?! 
You & your County Auditor should already have these! Remember all 99 counties must 
have their annual REAP Certification Reports submitted to the DNR before any of the 
FY2019 checks can be disbursed. We also rely on those REAP reports to finalize the data 
in our Salary Survey comparisons relating to property tax support, revenue and total 
budgets. Each year, there seems to be a county or two that struggles with getting the report through 
their Auditor’s Office, or it gets forgotten in the process somewhere. Please be diligent by following 
through with your Auditor (hand-deliver if needed ) – especially if you have a new one on board! 

Is Hosting a Fall Conference in Your Future? 
Looking into our longer-term crystal ball of ICCS fall conference sites – should one 
of them be in your region and/or county? We have commitments thru 2020 as 
shown below – and a nibble on 2021 – but we are certainly open to your invitations! 
The BEST way to understand the intricacies of hosting the conference is to attend 
them, and/or have a conversation with current/previous hosts, or get in touch with 
Tom at IACCB@mycountyparks.org – we look forward to hearing from you!  
 

2018 – Des Moines, hosted by the Polk CCB (9/19-21/2018) 
2019 – Muscatine, hosted by the Muscatine & Louisa CCBs (9/17-19/2019) 
2020 – Ames - hosted by the Story CCB (9/15-17/2020) 



    District 3 Meeting – Lake View, IA – Sac CCB 
 
 

Thanks to Chris Bass, Director and his Sac CCB staff for hosting a great 
District 3 Meeting on August 15th in the Speaker Park Shelter House in Lake View 
– on the shores of Black Hawk Lake. In addition to the always vibrant District 3 
Business Meeting (featuring robust reports from ALL the CCBs in attendance), 
we had a very interesting presentation from Ben Wallace (DNR) about the 

ongoing improvements to Black Hawk Lake and how the health of 
the lake and water quality directly impacts the economic activity for 
the community of Lake View. A scrumptious catered meal in the 
shelter was followed by more than a dozen District 3 employees 
partaking of the MyCountyParks.com 101 training back at the Sac 
County Conservation Center in Hagge Park. Thanks, Chris for the 
hospitality, and for providing an informative update on the exciting 
goings-on with the Sac CCB! District Meetings Rock!  

District 4 Meeting – Lake Icaria, Adams CCB 
 
 

In keeping with the “meeting at a shelter on a lake” theme - Travis Paul, 
Director and his Adams CCB staff hosted yet another overflow District 4 
Meeting at their West Shelter near Corning, IA. This was the District’s annual 
summer steak fry meeting – so the slabs of bovine and ham hocks were 
plentiful at lunch time!   In addition to the great local CCB reports, there 
was good discussion on various statewide issues confronting county conservation in Iowa. 
Additionally, Travis had five itemized presentations on the agenda for the day: The Adams 
CCB Employee Transition Story; a Fisheries Update from DNR Fisheries Biologist, Andy 
Jansen; Park Signage Transition – Moving from Wood Routed to Diamond Grade Reflective 
Signs from IPI; a Demonstration of the Adair County Burn Rig; and a Site Tour of the new 10-
person “Cottages” being constructed at Lake Icaria. Generally, great attendance at District 
Meetings is driven by a strong and interesting agenda as generated by an engaged host CCB 
staff, good promotion and advanced notice to all District Counties – and in part, hosting the 
meeting at a new location or CCB facility that attendees may not have been to in the past.  



 

  

 http://www.mycountyparks.com/Jobs/Default.aspx 
 

 1. Greene Co. – Park Ranger 
 2. SEASONAL POSITIONS – 16+ opportunities   

listed on website 
 

Full Time 

Seasonal/Part‐Time 

CCDA Meets at Summer ISAC 
 
 

       Great job by the CCDA Executive Committee at putting together a 
dynamic agenda that drew near record attendance for a CCDA meeting! 
The two-day CCDA agenda for the ISAC Summer meeting included 
these great professional development topics: District Updates; Update 
on Strategic Planning for the future ICCS; Panel Discussion on Project & 
Infrastructure Management; Everything You Wanted to Know About 
Seasonal Staffing; Webinars & Online Meetings; Solar Infrastructure: 
Hamilton County’s Solar Project; Capital Improvements & Those 
Reserve Funds; CCDA Business Meeting; and, the always appreciated 
Roundtable Discussion! In addition to professional CCB Staff, presenters 
were brought in from ICCS, Lynch-Dallas Attorneys and representatives 
from the State Auditor’s Office. 
         More than just a little impressive to have over half of our 99 CCB 
Directors registered for this Summer CCDA/ISAC Meeting! It IS 
important for our Directors to learn and network together as a 
professional organization; it IS important to have a strong presence at 
ISAC; and, it IS important for other department heads and elected 
officials from your county to engage with their CCB Director in county 
gov’t. leadership opportunities outside your county!  It is worthy to note 
that only 72 Directors are members of the County Conservation Directors Association (CCDA) – while a majority, we 
should have 100% from this leadership Division of our statewide system.  Professional Directors need to be an active 
and participatory member of their profession’s statewide organization, to be supported and encouraged by the 
Conservation Board….this is one of those PLUS+PLUS opportunities! Good for your local CCB, and good for our 
statewide system…let’s see if we can’t migrate our way to 100% participation!  

Vegetation Mgmt. Plan for Trail - Survey 
 
 

Survey description: Trails, Inc. and Hardin County Trails Commission are working with 
partners to develop a vegetation management plan for the Iowa River Trail. We are seeking 
input from other communities/counties that maintain recreation trails. Your answers to this 
survey will help develop a trail maintenance plan for the Iowa River Trail. It will take about 5 
minutes to respond to this survey…..use link provided below…..thanks for your assistance!  

Trail survey: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeiHrnG4Jn3Z2nhmD_qaPlcoWhu8G5eFNPONHwRJyIGM5JjkA/viewform  

2018 Iowa Outdoor Recreation Summit – Sept. 27th  
 
 

This year's summit will start to dive into a deeper understanding our current users and potential new customers. 
We'll be spotlighting successes of partners from around the state. Additionally, we'll gain knowledge on social 
media use strategies, while leaving plenty of time to network and collaborate. A final agenda will be sent prior to 
the Summit. Lunch will be provided. Link to additional summit information and registration follows: 
LINK: http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07efk15ayr843052d7&llr=dep4qyuab 

 
 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund expires on September 30, 2018. On July 15, the NACPRO Board of 
Directors approved a resolution supporting the permanent reauthorization of the Land and Water Conservation Act 
through Senate Bill 896 and House Bill 502. We are asking you to lend your support to this effort.  Please use the 
resources provided via the following link to craft your own message to your U.S. Representatives and Senators. 
LINK: https://nacpro.org/Legislative  


